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A Letter From the President  
and CEO of 18 Degrees

What a pleasure to welcome all of you to our Kids 4 Harmony 
10th Anniversary Gala! Tonight, we celebrate the beginning of 
our second decade of social change through classical music.  

As you’ll read in the pages ahead, Kids 4 Harmony was born 
eleven years ago with the pledge that 18 Degrees (then 
Berkshire Children and Families) would make “no small plans.” 
And here we are today, a social service agency dedicated 
to serving children and families in Western Massachusetts, 
holding our event at Ozawa Hall in Tanglewood, celebrating 
our ongoing commitment to Kids 4 Harmony’s three pillars: 
musical excellence, student well-being, and family support. No 
small plans, indeed! 

As I listen to the evening’s performance, I will reflect on what 
tonight represents: a celebration of our students and an 
appreciation of the support they receive from their families; 
an in-person gathering as we emerge from a pandemic; a 
performance of classical music with our dedicated supporter 
Emanuel Ax; and a commitment to closing the opportunity gap 
for all children. I’m grateful for the efforts of so many volunteers 
who have made this one evening and these past ten years of 
the program possible: our passionate Advisory Committee 
members, our generous and steadfast donors, our exceptional 
Gala Committee, and our hard-working Gala Co-Chairs, Dottie 
Weber and Ken Stark. Thank you.   

Jose Antonio Abreu, the founder of the El Sistema program 
in Venezuela, said: “An orchestra means joy, motivation, 
teamwork, the aspiration to success. It is a big family dedicated 
to harmony.” Welcome to our Kids 4 Harmony family. If you’ve 
been a supporter since the beginning or are just joining us for 
the first time tonight, we’re so glad you’re here.   

Sarah Cook 
President and CEO, 18 Degrees
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A Letter From  
the Gala Chairs 

On behalf of the Gala Committee and 
the Kids 4 Harmony Advisory Committee, 
we welcome you to the 10th Anniversary 
Gala Celebration. This remarkable event 
is a historic shared and collective “our” 
celebration. Your dedication, generosity, 
and sustained belief that music 
education changes lives enables us to 
enjoy tonight’s achievements.  Over the 
years, we have been deeply impressed 
with the growth and maturity of these 
Kids 4 Harmony students, and it has 
inspired us to deepen our involvement 
and commitment. As you enjoy the 
festivities, please know that 18 Degrees 
and all those involved in Kids 4 Harmony 
are extremely thankful and appreciative 
of you. That gratitude is not only for the 
last ten years of support but for that 
which will propel the program and its 
successes into the next decade.  

With warmest regards, 

Dottie Weber and Ken Stark 
Kids 4 Harmony Gala Co-Chairs

Kids 4 Harmony 
Gala Committee 

Gala Co-Chairs
Ken Stark
Dorothy Altman Weber

Gala Committee
Ed Bride
Linda G. Conway
Gretchen Court
Carole Siegel

Kids 4 Harmony 
Advisory Committee 

Linda G. Conway, Co-Chair 
Dorothy Weber, Co-Chair 
Ed Bride 
Sheila Heffernon 
Susan Lombard 
Jane Mayer 
Philip McKnight 
Dr. Carolyn Newberger 
Dr. Eli Newberger 
Penny Pincus 
Elizabeth Selkowitz 
Carole Siegel 
Carol Smokler 
Ken Stark
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North Adams Advanced String Ensemble  
and the Elayne P. Bernstein Ensemble

Dutch Dance Forest Etling (Arr. James Bergin)

Bohemian Folk Song Forest Etling (Arr. James Bergin) 

English Melodies Traditional (Arr. James Bergin) 

Welcome from 18 Degrees Board Chair, Buffy D. Lord

Elayne P. Bernstein Octet

String Quartet No. 2 in  
D Major, Movement 1: Allegro Moderato Alexander Borodin

Octet No. 1 in D Minor K4H Student, Davis 

Polka from “The Golden Age” Dmitri Shostakovich

Reflections 
Leila and Heather, Kids 4 Harmony Teaching Assistants 

Elayne P. Bernstein Ensemble

Music from the musical “Hamilton” Lin Manuel Miranda 
 (Arr. Douglas E. Wagner)

Oblivion Astor Piazzola (Arr. Ignacy Gaydamovich)

Remarks, Sarah Cook, President & CEO

Elayne P. Bernstein Ensemble with Guest Artist, Emanuel Ax

Piano Concerto No. 20 in D Minor. K. 466, 
Movement 3: Rondo, Allegro assai Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  

Program
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Tonight, we once again welcome Emanuel Ax, who will be playing 
with our Kids 4 Harmony students.

Born in modern day Lvov, Poland, Emanuel Ax moved to Winnipeg, 
Canada, with his family when he was a young boy. Mr. Ax made his 
New York debut in the Young Concert Artists Series, and in 1974 
won the first Arthur Rubinstein International Piano Competition 
in Tel Aviv. In 1975 he won the Michaels Award of Young Concert 
Artists, followed four years later by the Avery Fisher Prize. 

Highlights of the 2019/20 season included a European summer 
festivals tour with the Vienna Philharmonic and long-time 
collaborative partner Bernard Haitink, an Asian tour with the 
London Symphony and Sir Simon Rattle and three concerts with 
regular partners Leonidas Kavakos and Yo-Yo Ma at Carnegie Hall in 
March 2020. 

Additional recitals and orchestral appearances last spring were 
postponed due to Covid-19 and like many artists around the world, 
Mr. Ax responded to these unprecedented circumstances creatively. 
He hosted “The Legacy of Great Pianists,” part of the online Live 
with Carnegie Hall highlighting legendary pianists who have 
performed at Carnegie Hall. Last September, he joined cellist Yo-Yo 
Ma in a series of surprise pop-up concerts for essential workers 

Emanuel Ax
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in multiple venues throughout the Berkshires community. With the 
resumption of concert activity this summer he will appear in the 
reopening weekend of Tanglewood both with the Boston Symphony 
and in a Beethoven trio program with partners Leonidas Kavakos and 
Yo-Yo Ma. Concerts with the Colorado, Pacific, Cincinnati and Houston 
symphonies as well as Minnesota, Los Angeles, New York, Philadelphia 
and Cleveland orchestras follow throughout the 21/22 season.

Mr. Ax has been a Sony Classical exclusive recording artist since 1987, his 
most recent being Brahms Trios with Yo-Yo Ma and Leonidas Kavakos. 
He has received GRAMMY® Awards for the second and third volumes 
of his cycle of Haydn’s piano sonatas. He has also made a series of 
Grammy-winning recordings with cellist Yo-Yo Ma of the Beethoven 
and Brahms sonatas for cello and piano. In the 2004/05 season Mr. 
Ax contributed to an International EMMY® Award-Winning BBC 
documentary commemorating the Holocaust that aired on the 60th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. In 2013, Mr. Ax’s recording 
Variations received the Echo Klassik Award for Solo Recording of the 
Year (19th Century Music/Piano).

Mr. Ax is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
and holds honorary doctorates of music from Skidmore College, 
New England Conservatory of Music, Yale University, and Columbia 
University. For more information about Mr. Ax’s career, please visit 
www.EmanuelAx.com.

Mr. Ax has generously shared his time and talent with the young 
musicians of K4H by performing at every gala since 2016.
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Tonight's Performers

Violin 1
Leila Paredes*
Geivens Dextra*
Katerina Livermore*
Davis Albayeros*
Kayden Lovallo
Grace Proskin
 
Violin 2
Jennifer Daley
Lisa Chen
Andrew Tullock
Nicolina Paredes
Gloria Yankey-Addo
Kaylee Lescarbeau
 
Viola
Ethan Maisonneuve*
Tyler Garrett*
Isabella Brown

Cello
Heather Cruz*
Gina Marie Bocchino*
Zoe-Ruth Brizan
Bella Maisonneuve
Allison Albayeros
Sirus Frenkel
 
Flute
Elizabeth Chinery
 
Oboe
Lyndon Moors

Bassoon
Gerald Lanoue

*Member of Elayne P. Bernstein Octet

Elayne P. Bernstein Ensemble

Violin
MarlieAnna Auger
Maya Bentley
Autumn Chrisman
Jordan Chrisman
Chris Hall
Katie Hall
Kaylee Lescarbeau
Courtney Pontier
Octavia Pontier

Viola
Greg Hall
 
Cello
Clara Janis
Natalia Scutt

 

North Adams Advanced String Ensemble
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Gerdlie Jean Louis, viola 
Clark University, Music Major and 
Philosophy Minor

Johan Serrano, viola 
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts 
(MCLA), Arts Management and Music 
Major, Music Production Minor

Gerdrose Jean Louis, cello 
Ithaca College, Cello Performance

 

Kids 4 Harmony Alumni

Kids 4 Harmony Volunteers

Kids 4 Harmony Staff

Ria Kedia, violin 
Williams College, Biology Major

Chenyang Lin, violin 
Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT), 
Computer Science Major

Audrey Shadle, violin 
Williams College, American Studies 
Major

Nicole Zhou, violin 
Williams College, Economics and 
Psychology Major

Nathan Cracolici, viola 
Manhattan College, Mechanical 
Engineering Major and Music Minor

Ray Wang, viola 
Williams College, Chemistry Major

Joseph Cracolici, cello 
College of the Holy Cross, Double Major 
in Music and Accounting 

Lea Obermuller, voice, piano,  
and guitar 
Williams College, Sociology and 
Spanish Major

Courtney Clark 
Artistic Director and Violin/Viola 
Teaching Artist

Sean Elligers 
Artistic Director and Music Theory/
Composition Teaching Artist

Jorge Soto 
Violin Teaching Artist and Conductor

Ignacy Gaydamovich 
Cello Teaching Artist

Erin Thom 
Violin/Viola Teaching Artist

James Bergin 
Violin/Viola Teaching Artist

Leila Paredes  
Violin Teaching Assistant

Heather Cruz  
Cello Teaching Assistant

Alicia Stevenson 
Pittsfield General Music Teaching Artist

Trevor Wheelock 
North Adams General Music  
Teaching Artist

Susan Eiffert 
Pittsfield Family Liaison

Kathy Quinn 
North Adams Family Liaison
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In 2009, 18 Degrees, known then as Berkshire Children and Families 
(BCF), was reeling from an unstable economy that threatened the 
fragile equilibrium and livelihoods of the families we served and the 
financial footing of the agency itself. During intense planning sessions, 
senior staff and board leadership decided that bold measures were 
necessary: “holding tight” in an environment where current funding 
was slowly eroding would jeopardize the agency’s ability to remain a 
leader in serving families whose needs were increasing. 

Against this backdrop, the agency considered several options to 
develop a program that would address the root causes of poverty 
through primary prevention and propel the agency to the next level 
of its own evolution. After a nonprofit classical musical orchestra — 

the Boston’s Longwood 
Symphony — chose BCF 
as a beneficiary of its 2009 
Tanglewood Concert, we 
became acquainted with the 
visionary Venezuelan music 
program, El Sistema. From 
there, Kids 4 Harmony was 
born in the hearts and minds 
of BCF’s CEO, Carolyn Mower 
Burns, new agency friends 
Eli and Carolyn Newberger, 

Program History

“Making No Small Plans”
The Longwood event resulted in BCF’s introduction to Eli and 
Carolyn Newberger. Without their passion, encouragement, and 
generosity in sharing knowledge, connections to people and 
resources, and most of all, Eli’s commitment to “making no small 
plans,” we might never be where we are today.  It was in Eli and 
Carolyn’s home that I met Mark Churchill, and in hearing him 
talk about the inspirational values of El Sistema recognized the 
parallels to BCF’s own values.” 

—Carolyn Mower Burns, President & CEO, BCF 1989-2016

Eli Newberger and Carolyn Burns
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other members of the Longwood Symphony, and the BCF Board of 
Directors. An advisory committee for the new program was formed, 
chaired by Eli Newberger and Ursula Ehret-Dichter. Eli’s background as 
a classically trained tuba player and pediatrician, and Ursula’s history 
as a longtime BCF board member and Boston Symphony Overseer 
provided considerable expertise in music and child development that 
have been hallmarks of the program ever since.

In Fall 2011, BCF hired an El Sistema-trained fellow from New England 
Conservatory as our first program director, Maria Montilla.  BCF launched 
“the Sunshine Singers,” offering twice-a-week singing lessons to 40 
preschoolers in our childcare center. In January of 2012, we expanded to 
intensive, free, afterschool instrumental instruction to 17 children ages 
5-12 attending Morningside Community School in Pittsfield.

Through the Newbergers, Kids 4 Harmony was 
introduced to Elayne Bernstein and Sol Schwartz. If 
Carolyn Burns and the Newbergers developed the 
idea of Kids 4 Harmony, Elayne and Sol together 
breathed life into the program through their own 
considerable financial support and their generous 
introductions to others who understood our vision 
of a classical music program for social change. Sadly, 
Elayne died in 2011, just as the program began. Sol 
remained a trusted thought partner and benefactor of Kids 4 Harmony 
until his death in 2015. At his urging and supported by his funding, Kids 
4 Harmony hired three teachers who grew up in the El Sistema model 
in Venezuela, who infused the program with the energy and pedagogy 
of its originator, Jose Antonio Abreu. Elayne’s daughter, Donna 
Bernstein, continued her mother’s generosity and support, in addition 
to serving as a member of the Advisory Committee. The Bernstein and 
Schwartz families remain the single largest donors to Kids 4 Harmony, 

L-R: Jerry Bilik, Sol Schwartz,  
and Mark Churchill

Donna Bernstein, back right, celebrates 
K4H with family and friends

Elayne P. Bernstein
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History, continued

and our orchestra as well as our advanced string octet are named in 
memory of Elayne P. Bernstein.

Following success in Pittsfield, Kids 4 Harmony expanded into 
North Adams in 2015. In collaboration with the North Adams public 
schools, Kids 4 Harmony was included in Brayton Elementary School’s 
afterschool programming, a part of the state’s 21st Century School 
programs. Once again, our exceptional community of donors, led 
by Advisory Committee member, Linda Conway, raised funds and 
community support to begin our first cohort in North Adams with 20 
students. The North Adams program introduced a dedicated Family 
Liaison to provide social and emotional enrichment for the student 
musicians and to work with program families to connect them with 18 
Degrees and other community resources as needed. Family Liaisons 
are now integral staff positions at both sites, differentiating Kids 4 
Harmony from other El Sistema-inspired programs.

Over the years, Kids 4 Harmony musicians have performed all over 
the Berkshires: at festivals, mayoral inaugurations, and on the stages 
of some of our most iconic cultural venues, such as Tanglewood, 
Chapin Hall in Williamstown, Barrington Stage, and the Colonial 
Theatre. Young people have traveled to Boston to study and perform 
with the Longy School of Music El Sistema Side-by-Side Orchestra, 
to California with the National Take a Stand Festival hosted by the 
Youth Orchestra of Los Angeles (YOLA), and to Scotland with the 
YOLA National Intensive Program. Eight Kids 4 Harmony students 
– members of our very first classes back in 2012 — have graduated 
from high school and are attending college; four are focusing on 
music studies in one way or another. 

Kids 4 Harmony grew from supporting children first and appreciating 
music second. The program emphasizes creating a community in 
which musicians support one another. Teachers and students alike 
are invested in personal and community success, creating a place 
where children feel safe and challenged. Our hope is that graduates 
leave with a sense of capability, endurance, and resilience — owning a 
confidence about taking on enormous challenges in their lives. A deep 
understanding of value, of being loved and appreciated, and a trust for 
group process and cooperation enable them to feel that excellence is 
in their own hands.
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September 2013
Venezuelan Teaching Artists join 
Kids 4 Harmony staff following a 
visit from El Sistema USA leader 
Maestro Francisco Diaz

January 2014
K4H performs at the inauguration 
of Pittsfield Mayor Dan Bianchi

February 2014
K4H students perform in their 
first Longy Side-by-Side Concert 

September 2014
K4H receives first state funding 
from the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council.

Summer 2009
Longwood Symphony selects 
Berkshire Children and Families 
(BCF) as a community partner for 
its Tanglewood performance 

June 2010
Longwood Symphony and BCF 
host the “Inspiring Prevention” 
symposium at the Berkshire 
Museum to discuss the 
intersection of music and well-
being for children and parents.

January 2012
Kids 4 Harmony enrolls 
first cohort at Morningside 
Community School 

March 2013
K4H connects with renowned 
cellist Yehuda Hanani and Close 
Encounters with Music, creating a 
partnership that results in annual 
participation in The High Peaks 
Festival.

Highlights
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Highlights, continued

March 2016
Berkshire Symphony Family 
Concert includes the Pittsfield 
Octet and North Adams 
students

April 2016
Octet performs pre-concert for 
Boston Symphony Orchestra 
Chamber music at Barrington 
Stage Company. The first of 
many opening performances 
with the BSO. 

July 2016
First Gala with Emanuel Ax, 
Pittsfield Country Club

August 2016
First Youth Orchestra Los 
Angeles (YOLA) National 
Festival; K4H students have 
been accepted every year since 

March 2014
K4H rehearses with Gustavo 
Dudamel (center) and Longy 
Side-by-Side.

March 2015
K4H expands to North Adams’ 
Brayton Elementary School

May 2015
Octet performs at Berkshire 
International Film Festival

October 2015
Partnership with Williams 
College Music Department is 
formed and college students 
begin volunteering with K4H
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January 2017
Composition concert at Clark 
Art Institute in Williamstown 
in partnership with Williams 
College I/O Festival

May 2017
First K4H Composition Concert 

December 2018
First North Adams Concert at 
City Hall, hosted by Mayor Tom 
Bernard

January 2018
K4H and peers from Longy 
Side-by-Side perform the 
National Anthem at Boston 
Celtics game 

May 2018
First concert with CIAO! in 
Williamstown

August 2018
K4H performs at Tanglewood on 
Parade and meets Yo-Yo Ma

April 2019
Master Class with jazz pianist Ted 
Rosenthal at Berkshire Museum

June 2019
First K4H student graduates 
from high school

July 2019
K4H student goes to Scotland 
and London with the YOLA 
National Institute 

September 2019
K4H hires first students as 
Teaching Assistants

June 2022
K4H Celebrates 10 years with a 
concert at Ozawa Hall
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Leila Paredes, Class of 2022 
K4H Student of 10 years

Kids 4 Harmony has given me most of my 
musical opportunities over the past ten 
years. I have been able to participate in 
the Youth Orchestra Los Angeles (YOLA) 
National Festival in California, the Side-by-
Side program at the Longy School of Music 
of Bard College in Cambridge, MA, and I have 

been able to perform at many other venues throughout the Berkshires and 
Massachusetts. Kids 4 Harmony has taught me everything about how to 
play the violin, from the basics to the advanced techniques. I was able to 
prepare and win auditions for music festivals and college because of the 
knowledge my K4H teachers gave me. They have shown me what I can do 
with music. Being a part of Kids 4 Harmony has shown me how to socialize 
with people and communicate with people in a healthy and effective way. 
They have shown me how to be a part of an orchestra and lead a group. In 
the fall of 2022, I will be attending UMass Amherst for Music Performance, 
and if I didn’t have Kids 4 Harmony, I would never be where I am. I will 
always love this program, and I will be coming back!

What's Ahead

Kayden, Leila, Heather
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Kayden Lovallo, Class of 2022 
K4H Student of 10 years

I have been in Kids 4 Harmony for ten years. 
That’s more than half of my life. It wouldn’t 
be an exaggeration to say I grew up in the 
program. I have been playing the violin since 
the third grade and composing my own 
pieces since sixth grade. In the decade I have 
participated in the program, I have learned 

and experienced many things that would ultimately shape me into the 
adult I now am. Many of my skills, technical or interpersonal, came with 
the patience and cooperation I learned from Kids 4 Harmony. This coming 
fall, I will be attending College of the Atlantic in Bar Harbor, Maine. I was 
accepted early decision, and it was honestly a dream come true because it 
had been my number one choice since I began my college search. I plan on 
studying zoology and other natural and environmental sciences. Though 
it will no longer be the center of my attention, I hope to stay involved in 
music one way or another, or at the very least, I know I can carry with me 
all the personal lessons and skills that I have learned in my decade at Kids 4 
Harmony with me.

Heather Cruz, Class of 2023/24 
K4H Student of 10 years

I’ll be going to Africa, in Tanzania specifically, to 
continue my high school studies at a boarding 
school called United World College, East 
Africa (UWCEA). Not only will I be completing 
my studies at UWCEA, but I’ll be studying an 
International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum and 
will graduate with an IB diploma, the highest 

level of a high school diploma that a graduate can receive. I’ll be at the Moshi 
Campus of my school, which is one of the two campuses in Tanzania. I will 
be continuing to play cello there as well. Ignacy, the cello teacher at Kids 4 
Harmony, shared this opportunity with me and encouraged me to go for it. 
If it weren’t for Ignacy and his support, I wouldn’t be where I am with this 
opportunity, and I’m very grateful for that. 
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Johan Serrano, Class of 2019  |  Currently, I am working on 
a grant-funded project based in MCLA named the Mariposa 
Project. It’s a collective of immigrant artists, scholars, and 
poets coming together to bring a better name to the word 
immigrant and a way to tell our story through different art 
forms and themes. I take part in this as an audio engineer, 

helping them record interviews as well as creating soundscapes for their 
featured art installation at MCLA. I am also in the final process of writing 
a grant to be able to integrate musical workshops into the educational 
classroom in elementary school to integrate them with the teacher’s lesson 
plans. I call it the Musical Workshops Initiative. It’s a series of three workshops 
integrating music with science, math, and history to bring out the creativity 
and imagination in children, which we know is not nurtured enough in the 
typical classroom setting. Kids 4 Harmony, I believe, has been the foundation 
for my work today. The feeling of community and family at Kids 4 Harmony 
is something I wish to translate through my work and have everybody see 
and feel the derived results of musical programs like K4H. It illuminated the 
love I have for music and has given me the path I wish to take in my career. 
The Musical Workshops Initiative is a direct application of the experience 
and knowledge I learned at K4H. It’s bringing music to the underserved and 
underrepresented communities, which is what El Sistema was founded on 
and something that I wish to do to have the same results and success as K4H 
has in the community here in Berkshire County.

Hannah Beckington, Class of 2020  |  I am currently a 
sophomore at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst 
studying Biology and Spanish. I spend much of my free 
time continuing to play the viola with my University’s 
orchestra. Kids 4 Harmony was such an important part of 
my childhood and has continued to propel me through life, 

even after moving away to Colorado. I’ve learned so many traits from the 
program that I will carry with me throughout my future. These traits include 
teamwork, leadership, attentiveness, listening, discipline, and many more. 
With these, I was able to keep up with my music on my own in Colorado, 
which then allowed me to participate in the National Take a Stand Festival 
for two following summers. This opportunity to reunite with my good 
friends from K4H and around the country only solidified my motivation to 
keep playing the viola. If it weren’t for K4H, it would be very unlikely that I’d 
be attending the University of Massachusetts as an out-of-state student. 
K4H taught me music, important personal traits, and how to stay motivated, 
which earned me scholarships to attend my school. I am truly so grateful 
for the friendships and opportunities this program has given me that have 
gotten me where I am today.

Selected Alumni Updates
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Gerdlie Jean Louis, Class of 2021  |  I graduated from Kids 
4 Harmony and Pittsfield High School in 2021. I’m currently 
attending Clark University in Worcester, MA, in hopes 
of continuing my musical career as a music major and 
philosophy minor. Thanks to Kids 4 Harmony, I am still able 
to practice the viola and violin as the program continues to 

lend me my instruments until I can start renting my own. The teaching staff 
in the program (shoutout to Mrs. Courtney) also helped me get connected 
to the local El Sistema Program in Worcester, Neighborhood Strings, where 
I am currently employed as a teaching assistant. Entering this new position 
of being both a student and a teacher was very easy due to me being 
a mentor in the Elayne P. Bernstein Octet and becoming an employed 
teaching assistant during my last two years with Kids 4 Harmony. This is 
where I began my journey as a music educator by receiving opportunities 
to lead sectionals and give lessons to my younger K4H peers. It inspired me 
to want to pursue a career in El Sistema as a musical educator. Even though 
I’ve begun to go down my own path, I know that the community I made in 
this program will stick with me throughout my musical journey, and Kids 4 
Harmony will always be like a home to me.

Gerdrose Jean Louis, Class of 2021  |  I joined Kids 4 
Harmony when I was seven and was introduced to the 
beauty of classical music. Through the many opportunities 
K4H provided, such as traveling to participate in Longy El 
Sistema Side-by-Side and the Youth Orchestra Los Angeles 
National Festival, as well as octet concerts and mentoring 

opportunities, I began to recognize the diverse experience you can have as a 
musician and the different ways you can use music to connect with people. 
Kids 4 Harmony taught me how to collaborate with others, look for the story 
within the music, and, most importantly, use my instrument to express the 
emotions that words cannot describe. I also liked how Kids 4 Harmony and 
El Sistema have a mission to help underrepresented people join the classical 
world and gain access to this classical music. This inspired me to pursue a 
career in music as a professional cellist, not only because of my love for music 
but also to help create change within the classical world and representation 
for other musicians of color. Today I am currently studying cello performance 
at Ithaca College. I play in my school’s symphonic orchestra and a piano 
quintet on campus. At Ithaca, I have gotten some gigs through fellow 
students and have played supporting roles for chamber works for the recitals 
of my peers throughout the second semester. And I will spend this summer 
playing with the Stockbridge Sinfonia for their 2022 concert season. I am 
proud to say that I would not be where I am today without Kids 4 Harmony, 
and I am proud to be representing them and El Sistema at my school and 
throughout my music career.
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Meet Our Students

Emma P, violin, 2nd grade,  
1 year in K4H 
Favorite piece played at K4H: “I’m Yours” 
by Jason Mraz.
Favorite memory: Playing outside with  
my friends.

Jaden, cello, 5th grade, 3 years in K4H
Proudest K4H moment: Learning how to  
play the cello. 
Favorite memory: Playing tag outside 
with my friends and celebrating Isabella’s 
birthday with cake and friends.

Maddie, violin, 5th grade, 3 years in K4H
Favorite piece played at K4H: Water Music 
by Handel
Favorite musical artist or composer: 
Beethoven

Maya, violin, 5th grade, 2 years in K4H 
Proudest K4H achievement: Coming back to 
K4H after covid and starting all over. 
Favorite memory: Practicing mindfulness by 
balancing a 3 ft peacock feather in the palm 
of my hand.

Natalia, cello, 5th grade, 3 years in K4H  
Proudest K4H achievement: The privilege 
of playing the cello- not everyone has this 
opportunity.  
Favorite memory: The special bond we’ve 
developed in K4H—We’re a family!
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Rendy, violin, 5th grade, 1 year in K4H
Proudest K4H achievement: Doing all of the 
concerts really good!
Favorite memory: Ever since I first came to 
this program! I felt really good and I don’t 
want to leave Kids 4 Harmony ever at all!

Isabella, violin, 6th grade, 3 years in K4H
Proudest K4H achievement: Being able to 
play new notes and play faster.
Favorite memory: My birthday surprise when 
the orchestra kids played happy birthday 
and my mother surprised me with a huge 
birthday cake and my best friend!

Octavia, violin, 6th grade, 3 years in K4H 
Proudest K4H achievement: Performing our 
fundraiser concert for Ukraine.  
Favorite memory: First holiday concert at 
North Adams City Hall.

Clara, cello, 7th grade, 6 years in K4H 
Proudest K4H achievement: When I 
switched from violin to cello. 
Favorite memory: Getting to do fun activities 
with the other K4H musicians.

Katie, violin, 7th grade, 6 years in K4H 
Proudest K4H achievement: Learning to 
figure out the music on my own. 
Favorite memory: Making new friends.
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Meet Our Students, continued

MarlieAnna, violin, 7th grade, 6 years in K4H
Proudest K4H achievement: Leading the 
audience in a musical wave at the I/O Festival.
Favorite memory: Supporting the beginners, 
including my little sister.

Allison, cello, 8th grade, 8 years in K4H
Favorite musical artist or composer: Davis! 
He’s my brother and he tries so hard and he’s 
really good.  I definitely think he is a talented 
composer.
Favorite memory: Longy bus rides! It’s really 
fun to be there with my friends.

Gloria, violin, 8th grade, 8 years in K4H
Favorite piece played at K4H: Hamilton by 
Lin-Manuel Miranda. It’s the most modern 
song we’ve played!
Proudest K4H achievement: Being part of 
Kids 4 Harmony for so long!

Nico, violin, 8th grade, 9 years in K4H
Favorite piece played at K4H:  Hamilton! It 
is a very bright piece. The music has little 
moments where it can be very....WOW!
Proudest K4H achievement: Writing my first 
composition! It made me feel proud that I 
could accomplish something like that.

Sirus, cello, 8th grade, 3 years in K4H
Favorite piece played at K4H: “Waltz of the 
Wicked!” It was so fun to play.
Favorite memory: Mr. Sean’s class! I like 
listening to different composers and songs.
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Bella, cello, 9th grade, 10 years in K4H
Favorite piece played at K4H: Playing the 
composition pieces. It’s really fun to play other 
students’ pieces. It takes a student from our 
program, takes their ideas, and brings them to life!
Favorite memory: Longy bus rides!  It’s early, we are all 
tired, but you have a few people that are so energetic 
and it makes the whole trip. It gets interesting!

Courtney, violin, 9th grade, 6 years in K4H 
Proudest K4H achievement: My first ever 
GALA concert.  
Favorite memory: Being on the ropes course 
at the Day of Joy.

Christopher, violin, 9th grade, 7 years in K4H 
Proudest K4H achievement: Exploring new 
music. 
Favorite memory: Being responsible for set up & 
being librarian for the program.

Greg, viola, 9th grade, 7 years in K4H 
Proudest K4H achievement: Being the only  
violist in the group. 
Favorite memory: Working in an ensemble.

Davis, violin, 9th grade, 10 years in K4H
Favorite musical artist or composer: Geivens 
from K4H! He’s just so talented. He’s too good.
Proudest K4H achievement: Getting my 
piece played at the gala a few years ago. It 
was amazing. I liked it and got recognition.
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Grace, violin, 9th grade, 8 years in K4H
Favorite musical artist or composer: 
Metallica!  They are great musicians and very 
inspiring. 
Favorite memory: Ms. Charlotte’s class!  It 
was fun singing music with my friends. The 
music that she picked out was good!

Gina, cello, 9th grade, 7 years in K4H
Favorite piece played at K4H: “Por Una 
Cabeza” by Piazzolla! I remember the octet 
playing it when I was younger, and I thought 
it sounded really good and it made me want 
to dance.  I was able to play it when I got older, 
and I really liked it.
Favorite musical artist or composer: Jaqueline 
Dupre! She is a really good cellist and really puts 
her heart into everything she plays.
Proudest K4H achievement: Getting accepted 
into Yola National Festival in 2019.  It was on my 
birthday too, which was really nice!
 

Jason, cello, 9th grade, 9 years in K4H
Proudest K4H achievement: Being able 
to grow up with such good, inspiring, and 
talented musicians.
Favorite memory: Getting invited to go to 
Longy for the first time. I was only in 3rd grade 
and it opened new doors for me.

Jenny, violin, 9th grade, 9 years in K4H
Proudest K4H achievement: Improving my 
violin skills.
Favorite memory: The first time I went to 
Cambridge with K4H for Longy!

Meet Our Students, continued
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Kaylee, violin, 9th grade, 6 years in K4H 
Proudest K4H achievement: Finishing the 
recording of a very challenging piece. 
Favorite memory: Working together with my 
Williams College mentor, Audrey.

Andrew, violin, 10th grade, 1 year in K4H
Favorite musical artist or composer: 
Shostakovich! He used his music as an outlet 
for his expression and his frustration.  He is 
very different from other classical composers.
Favorite K4H achievement: My general 
growth throughout my time here.  I have 
improved a lot as a musician since joining.

Ethan, viola, 10th grade, 10 years in K4H
Favorite piece played at K4H: The “Harry 
Potter” Medley! It was so high energy and 
well known.  Also, Jonathan’s mom sewed all 
of the hats and scarves for us to wear while 
performing it!
Proudest K4H achievement: Getting into 
YOLA National Festival for the first time in 
2019 – I put the most work and time into that 
audition, and it paid off.
Favorite memory: Bus rides to Longy! The 
overall social interaction with everyone in the 
program and bonding with them.

Tyler, viola, 10th grade, 8 years in K4H
Favorite musical artist or composer: 
Shostakovich! I like how he uses his name  
as a way to compose.
Proudest K4H achievement: Getting into the 
octet.
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Zoë, cello, 10th grade, 3 years in K4H
Favorite piece played at K4H: Saint Paul’s 
Suite! I was only playing for a month and this 
was my first piece I played at K4H.  I felt so 
accomplished that I was able to play it.
Proudest K4H achievement: Making it 
to YOLA with the help of Mr. Ignacy and 
Gerdrose last year!

Geivens, violin, 11th Grade, 10 years in K4H
Proudest K4H achievement: Being given the 
opportunity to play music across the country 
due to the musical talents I learned through 
Kids 4 Harmony 
Favorite memory: Riding in a limousine for 
the first time with the octet!

Heather, cello, 11th grade, 10 years in K4H
Favorite piece played at K4H: Schumann’s 
Piano Quintet because it was the first time 
the octet played with Manny.
Proudest K4H achievement: Playing at the 
Walt Disney Concert Hall in LA for YOLA!  
That is a one-of-a-kind venue and I got to 
experience it with my friends from K4H and 
new friends from all over the country.

Katerina, violin, 11th grade, 3 years in K4H
Favorite piece played at K4H: String Quartet 
No. 3 in G minor by Chevalier de St.-Georges. 
He is a black composer from Mozart’s era.  I 
liked playing pieces that we don’t typically 
hear or play all the time.
Favorite memory: The last day of program 
right before COVID shut down school. We had 
popsicles and all played on the playground.  
We knew things were going to change and 
felt together and like a community.

Meet Our Students, continued
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Kayden, violin, 12th grade, 10 years in K4H
Favorite musical artist or composer: My friends 
are my favorite musicians.  I like listening to 
them, especially if they are really excited about 
a piece or have been practicing a piece for a 
while and you can hear them improve.
Proudest K4H achievement: When my first 
composition was performed at the gala several 
years ago. I was really excited and it sparked 
something new in me and I went on to pursue 
composition for years after.  It was a really 
inspiring moment.
Favorite memory: Hiking up Mt. Greylock! I 
loved reaching that field and eating snacks 
with my friends.  It was at the beginning of the 
pandemic and it was a nice pause at a stressful 
time where I could see my friends safely.

Leila, violin, 12th grade, 10 years in K4H
Favorite piece played at K4H: Shostakovich’s 
Polka.
Favorite memory: When we learned that Mr. 
Jorge didn’t know how to hula hoop and then 
we gave him one, told him to try and he really 
couldn’t do it! But he’s gotten much better.
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North Adams Beginners
(L-R): Sophia, Isabella L., Dorothy, Charlette, Maria, Isabella K., Mr. Trevor

Pittsfield Beginners 
Back row (L-R): Ms. Susan, Santi, Lucas, Kaylani, Silas, Logan, Ms. Alicia, Ms. Maggie; 
Front row (L-R): Emma B., Anastasia, Eloise, Ronny, Emma P, Rendy, Tyler

Meet Our Students, continued
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10th Anniversary Leader Sponsor
Phil and Kathy McKnight

10th Anniversary Sponsor
THE GRU FUND

Virtuoso Sponsors

2022 Kids 4 Harmony 10th Anniversary

Celebration Donors

Joan Benjamin and Laurence Cherkis 
Linda G. Conway 
Werner and Karen Gundersheimer 
Jane Mayer and Robert J. Mayer, M.D. 
Drs. Carolyn and Eli Newberger 
Penny and Claudio Pincus 
Carol and Irv Smokler 
Dorothy Altman Weber and  
   Stephen Weber

Concertmaster Sponsors

Helga and Jerry Bilik 
Joan and Jim Hunter 
Rebecca and Michael Thompson

Principal Sponsors

Anonymous 
Ann Appelbaum and Neal Borovitz 
Linda J. L. Becker 
Robert Bogomolny and Janice Toran 
Jane Braus 

Ginger and George Elvin 
Colleen and Mark Holmes 
Valerie Hyman 
Susan and David Lombard 
Jacqueline and Jaan Metsma 
Doris Stark 
Ken Stark 
Nancy Stark and Stanley Iezman

Leader Sponsors

As of June 14, 2022

Anonymous 
Glenn Allan 
Pamela and Andy Breslin
Mary Jo Carpenter
Mimi Collins 
Paula Consolini and James Mahon
Jeffrey and Judith Cook 
Sarah Cook and Adrian Skinner
Alexandra Fuchs
Marita and David Glodt 
Ann and Peter Herbst
Nancy J. McIntire
Drs. Elaine and Fred Panitz
Laura Rosenthal and Jim Himel
Betsey Selkowitz
Arlene and Donald Shapiro
Alexandra Warshaw
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Donors, continued

18 Degrees appreciates all the 
donors who support Kids 4 Harmony 
and the agency throughout the 
year, with special thanks to these 
donors who have given $2,500 or 
more since July 2021.

Anonymous 
Ellen J. Bernstein 
Christine and David (Tack) Burbank 
Jim Chervenak 
Linda G. Conway 
The Donald C. McGraw Foundation   
   and Elizabeth and Robert McGraw 
Pandy Goodbody 
Greylock Federal Credit Union 
Bruce and Judith Grinnell
Lawrence and Rosemary Harnett 
The Estate of  Fay Henry 
Shawn Leary and Michael Considine 
Susan and David Lombard 
Robert Malley 
Margaret P. Stevenson Foundation 
Phil and Kathy McKnight 
Eric Nelson 
Perry Fund for Others 
Dr. Sharyn Zunz 

Friends
Susan Abramowitz and  
   Aaron Gurwitz 
Jean Adelson 
Kate Barton 
Sydelle and Lee Blatt
Bob and Joan Buccino 
Pam and Peter D’Ambrosio 
Kathy and Michael Fabrizio 
A. King Francis 
Sarah Hancock
Sheila Heffernon and Bill Hattendorf 
Hill Engineers, Architects,  
   Planners Inc 
Christopher and Carolyn King
Patricia Krol 
William Levy and Karen Kelly
Stuart and Ellen Masters 
J. Mark and Janice Peterman 
Lesley Oransky
Julie R. Quain 
   in memory of Mildred Quian 
Quality A/C and Heating
Ray Murray Inc 
Judith Reichert 
Karen Richards 
Anne A. Schnesel 
Edward and Carla Slomin 
Anne Wichman 



Kids 4 Harmony launched over ten years ago with the gamble 
that classical music education belonged embedded in a social 
service agency. Our earliest program architects, including Carolyn 
Mower Burns and Carolyn and Eli Newberger, understood that 
music has a place at an agency dedicated to human potential 
and strengths – and that the El Sistema model didn’t have to wait 
for a professional orchestra or school system to sponsor it. This 
idea also bet on our community – that our friends, supporters, 
cultural institutions, and other funders would see the value in Kids 
4 Harmony and support it. This community has come through! 
The generosity and continuous support of our donors have been 
the foundation of the last ten years; with the support of many, we 
have been able to keep the Kids 4 Harmony program completely 
free for students and families ever since we started.   

As we embark on our next decade of musical excellence, student 
well-being, and family support, we are making another big bet – 
that there’s more musical talent to support, more opportunities 
to promote, and more dreams we can help fulfill. At the start of 
our second decade, we’ve expanded our work in Pittsfield and 
North Adams: we’ve hired our first full-time string teacher; we’re 
adding hours of instruction each week in both cities; and we’re 
developing an evaluation program to measure and more fully 
describe everything that our students and families accomplish.  

We have demonstrated over the first ten years that this is not a 
gamble, but an investment. We hope that you’ll join us to continue 
to support our young people, their families, and our communities. 

Looking Back, 
Looking Forward



About 18 Degrees
18 Degrees promotes the well-being and 
strengths of children, youth, and families 
to build better communities in Western 
Massachusetts. We provide education, 
parenting skills and support, prevention 
and intervention, advocacy, and life skills 
across a spectrum of programs serving 
children, young people, individuals and 
families in four areas: early education 
and care; foster care and adoption; 
child and family well-being; youth and 
community development.

About Kids 4 Harmony
Kids 4 Harmony is inspired by 
Venezuela’s El Sistema, an ensemble-
based music program for social justice 
change. Kids 4 Harmony focuses on 
musical excellence, student well-being 
and development, and family support, 
building the skills, access, and support 
for participants to succeed in music and 
beyond.  Kids 4 Harmony is the only El 
Sistema-inspired program embedded 
within a social services agency.
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